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         No. 845 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 

Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  Patients’ well-being          (3rd Sunday of Advent) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s People of the Parish 

Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Canon David’s intentions             (St John of the Cross)  

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  

Wednesday  7 p.m.   St Alban’s  Deceased Konieczny family, R.I.P.  

Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish          (4th Sunday of Advent) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Mary Patricia & William Thomas Jones, R.I.P.  

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

A gentle reminder of the need to fully comply with our protocols when coming to Mass; not only do they keep us as safe as 

possible, but they are the only way we are able to remain open for the public celebration of Mass.   

Let us continue to pray for all those who are affected by the virus in any way, but especially for those who have died, those who 

are currently sick and for those who care for them, whether that is at home, in hospital or another care institution.  Let us also 

pray for all those whose emotional well-being is affected by the current situation, and that the vaccine roll out will continue and 

gradually protect more of our community.  

As we are all experiencing the colder weather, our Churches continue to need your presence, your help, and your financial 

offerings in order to sustain them.  However, if you are unable to come to Mass at the present time then please do consider setting 

up a standing order through your bank; there are only 8 parishioners who have done this regularly, and combine this with the 

number of people attending Mass weekly – an average of 65 – and you can see how the number of regular contributors to our 

parish has been affected by the pandemic.  Our banking details are as follows:  Barclays Bank; Sort Code:  20 18 23; Account 

No: 33788067; Account Name: Archdiocese of Cardiff.  Alternatively, you can also contribute through the ‘donate button’ on 

the parish website.   

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £163.78  Gift Aid: £225.00 

100 Club:   The winner for December is No 35 – Karleen Stone.  Congratulations! 

Would you like to take part in the 100 Club in 2021?  The cost is £1 per month and the prize is £40 per month.  Better odds than 

you will get with the lottery or a raffle.  Interested?  Please put your name and address together with either £12 for the year (or 

£1 per month if you wish) and give it to Treena Hitchings or place it in the offertory basket asap, clearly marked “100 Club”. 

Christmas Masses:   Have you booked your seats yet?  Over 45% of available places have now been booked, with very few 

family seats remaining available.  IT IS ESSENTIAL that all places for Mass are booked in advance by direct telephone or 

email communication with Canon David.  Why not pick up a copy of the leaflet from the back of the Church and share it with a 

member of your family, a friend or neighbour and invite them to come along to Mass with you?    

Archbishop’s Food Voucher Scheme:  We are aware of the personal, emotional and broader financial struggles which many 

people are facing as a result of, or exacerbated by, the coronavirus pandemic.  We also understand that for many this is likely to 

get worse as time goes on, especially with increasing pressures on the Universal Credit system. In addition, we are aware that 

many projects supporting the most vulnerable are also under increasing pressure. We therefore want to offer support to 

individuals and families who find themselves in difficult situations in the weeks ahead. This will take the form of Emergency 

Food Vouchers which will be redeemable at Tesco.  This scheme will provide a practical – and socially distanced – way to help 

those in need.  

If you yourself are struggling, or are aware of friends or neighbours who are finding it difficult to cope financially at the present 

time, please let Canon David know.   

Christmas Greetings:  It has been suggested that because people will be unable to leave cards at the back of the Church as has 

been the practice for several years, that a “parishioners’ greetings leaflet” be produced.  If you would like your greetings for 

other parishioners to be included on this leaflet which will be distributed on 20th December, please email your greeting to Canon 

David by Friday 18th December.  It has also been suggested that some of the money you may save on postage may be donated to 

the Church to boost parish funds at a time when we have been unable to host the Christmas Prize Draw as normal.   

Christmas Offering to your Parish Priest:  A priest’s income is made up of a small annual salary (currently £2521 per year) 

and supplemented by Mass Offerings, donations made on the occasion of baptisms, weddings, funerals and confirmations, and 

the Easter and Christmas Offerings.  As you will appreciate, the Easter Offering was significantly reduced this year due to the 

national lockdown, and there have been no baptisms or weddings this year due to the pandemic.  Christmas Offering Envelopes 

are now available and may be returned to the collection over the coming weeks.   

Celebrating Christmas 2020:  The Archdiocese has produced a guide to help us have a meaningful celebration in these times 

of social distancing, limited numbers etc, a copy of which is attached to the emailed newsletter.   
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