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Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 849 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish             (Baptism of the Lord) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Whiting family intentions 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Rosemary Dawkins intentions – Christmas Mass Bouquet 

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Holy Souls 
Wednesday  7 p.m.    St Alban’s  Mrs Ferrari’s intentions – Christmas Mass Bouquet  
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  In thanksgiving (RMcC) 
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Cyril Daley, R.I.P.  
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish             (Baptism of the Lord) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Geraldine Matheson, R.I.P.  

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

I read with great joy a letter from Bishop John Sherrington, Auxiliary in Westminster, which he wrote on Friday in response to 
questions about why our Churches should remain open during a time of lockdown – because the service we offer is essential.   

He says “Our Churches are making a significant contribution to the personal resilience and inner strength of people which is much 
needed at this time.  Many are hubs from which essential support is offered especially to those most in need, extending well beyond 
the faith communities which use them.  This includes the regular provision of food; the care of the homeless, and being a place of 
peace and reflection (which is safe) for many whose living conditions are very limited. … The vital link between prayer and action 
is important to maintain this service.   

At this phase of the pandemic, which is causing alarm and fear, our Churches will exercise their role with increased diligence to 
ensure continuing safety and service.   

Clergy will ensure that all are aware that there is no duty or responsibility to come to Church and communicate to all there is no 
obligation to attend Mass on Sunday.  They will review the provision offered by the Church in order to ensure that the highest 
standards of safety are maintained. … On this basis there will be a local evaluation and decision about the times of opening and 
the frequency of communal worship.   

In conclusion we recognise the higher levels of fear and anxiety which the new strain of the virus has prompted and we have a very 
proper awareness of the care which must be exercised by everyone.   

We recognise, too, that isolation is having a profound detrimental effect on people and that the role of Churches in easing that 
isolation in ways which are safe and supportive has been recognised as a positive and beneficial contribution to the common good.”   

I’m sure we all appreciate the unprecedented nature of the current situation, and why therefore the Welsh Government has 
announced that we will remain in Tier 4 until at least 29th January.  However, as Catholics we also believe that our participation in 
the rhythm of the Churches life – her prayer and liturgy – will deepen not only our own resilience in the weeks ahead, but also 
those whom we hold in prayer during our Masses and Eucharistic Adoration.   

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £86.00  Gift Aid: £246.00 
   Direct payment to bank in December:       £468.00 
   Donations via website received prior to end of December:     £907.50 
Thank you to those who continue to make up their collection from the lockdown times; it is most appreciated!   

Collection envelopes:  I have placed a number of green boxes of green envelopes at the back of the Church which can be used for 
non-giftaid collection.  Please note that the brown “Mass Offering” envelopes are to be used only when requesting a Mass to be 
offered for a particular intention, e.g. Rest In Peace, Anniversary of Death, Birthday Bouquet, Get Well Bouquet etc.   

The Sisters of Whitland Abbey:  We, like many parishes across the country, buy our altar breads for Mass from the Abbey 
Bakery, where the Sisters rely on the work of their hands in order to survive.  Due to the pandemic, the altar bread supply has been 
drastically reduced, and so they have had to look for other means of supporting themselves.  Among these initiatives have been the 
production of homemade Christmas Puddings, which as we know will keep from year to year.  Can we help to support the Sisters 
by purchasing our Christmas Puddings now and laying them aside for next Christmas?  Large puddings (840g) cost £9.45 each or 
2 for £15.95; small puddings (430g) cost £7.15 each, 2 for £11.35 or 3 for £15.55.  P&P included.  If you would like to place an 
order please let Canon David know by Wednesday 13th January so that an order can be placed.   

100 Club in 2021:  It is now viable; thank you!  But it’s not too late to join, and you could win the first £40 monthly prize before 
the end of January!  Interested?  Please put your name and address together with either £12 for the year (or £1 per month if you 
wish) and hand it in to the Presbytery or place it in the offertory basket asap, clearly marked “100 Club”. 

Crib Offerings 2020:  Archbishop George has asked that this year we collect for children in our own diocese who are experiencing 
food poverty because of the pandemic.   
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