
 

 

SAINT ALBAN’S PARISH 
 

 
 

Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 850 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish                (2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Geraldine Matheson, R.I.P. 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Tony McCulloch, R.I.P.  

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Jerry Jeremiah, R.I.P.  
Wednesday  7 p.m.    St Alban’s  Matthew John, R.I.P.   
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Maureen Jones’ intentions      (St Agnes) 
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Sr Abhaya, R.I.P.     (St Vincent) 
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish   (3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Cyril Daley, R.I.P.  

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

A priest of the Archdiocese of Cardiff, who had engaged in correspondence with Mark Drakeford, the First Minister, recently a 
letter, dated 11th January, from the Communities Division of the Welsh Government.  It contained the following statement:   

“We have been impressed by the steps taken by places of worship to provide a safe environment for their congregation by carrying 
out risk assessment and implementing safe practices to protect their congregations.  In recognition of this places of worship will 
be able to remain open for worship at all the alert levels that were recently announced.   

We are also aware of the important work that churches and other religious groups are doing in the community, supporting each 
other and reaching out to those in need during this difficult time.” 

As Catholics we believe that our participation in the rhythm of the Churches life – her prayer and liturgy – will deepen not only 
our own resilience in the weeks ahead, but also those whom we hold in prayer during our Masses and Eucharistic Adoration.   

Wrap up warm:  Unfortunately, the heating system in Saint Alban’s for both the Church and the Presbytery is currently being 
very unpredictable, and as a consequence the Church may be cooler than we would like it to be. 

After extensive investigations we have been advised that the most economical solution moving forward is to replace the boilers.  I 
share your frustration at this, especially as the system is only 12 years old, but this will enable us to have a 5 year parts and labour 
warranty on these new boilers.  It does of course come at significant financial expense - £11,500 – but when this is compared to 
the cost of replacing all parts other than the heart of the boiler - £5,000, and for which there would only be a 1 year warranty on 
the parts replaced, I believe it makes financial sense to install new boilers and have the extra protection in place for the next 5 
years.  Contributions towards the cost of this work will be very much appreciated.   

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £120.55  Gift Aid: £260.00 

100 Club in 2021:  The January draw will take place next Friday, so please ensure that your subscriptions are paid this week.   

The Sisters of Whitland Abbey:  Thank you to those who have ordered Christmas Puddings to support the Sisters who rely on 
the work of their hands in order to survive.  They are expected to arrive this week, so please ensure that you have paid your money 
to Canon David by next weekend.   

Please pray for the following who have died recently:   
Father Jim McKnight, IC, who served in Abersychan and Blaenavon prior to his retirement.   

Marion Lowe, whose Requiem Mass will be celebrated in Saint Alban’s on Wednesday 3rd February at 11 o’clock.  If you wish 
to attend please liaise with a member of her family.  May they rest in peace, Amen.   

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity starts on Monday. The theme for 2021 is 'Abiding in Christ', based on John 15:1-17. 
It expresses and encourages the vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. Although many 
of us are unable to meet with our fellow Christians this year, the Commission for Christian Unity encourages us to make use of 
the prayerful material available at https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2021/ 

Online training opportunities: 

Echoes of God: Journeying with God’s Word:  This is a new 7-week course written by David McLoughlin which explores how 
the Old and New Testaments echo each other in their preparation for, and arrival of, Jesus.  Further information can be found at 
www.godwhospeaks.uk/echoes-of-god-journeying-with-the-word-of-god  

Virtual Volunteers:  January 19, from 2 - 3 pm.  Further information at https://rcadc.org/event/virtual-volunteers/    

Mental Health Webinar:  January 20, from 12:30 – 1 pm.  Further information at https://rcadc.org/event/mental-health-webinar/ 

Online Fundraising. Virgin Money Giving:  January 26, from 12 – 12.45 pm.  Further information at 
https://rcadc.org/event/online-fundraising-donate-button-virgin-money-giving/  

Saint Alban’s Church and Presbytery 
Conway Road, Pontypool, NP4 6HL 

Chapel of Ease: Sacred Heart and St Felix 
Ellick Street, Blaenavon 
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