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Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 851 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish   (3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Cyril Daley, R.I.P. 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Konieczny family              (Conversion of St Paul)  

No adoration today due to the lack of heat in the Church  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Brian Daley, R.I.P.           (Saints Timothy & Titus) 
Wednesday  7 p.m.    St Alban’s  Kerry Peploe, R.I.P.   
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Billy Burke, R.I.P.   
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  John Smith, R.I.P.   
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  Alfonso Palo, R.I.P.  (4th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s People of the Parish 

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

I’m sure we are all relieved to see the rate of coronavirus continuing to reduce, but as we are constantly reminded it remains an 
issue of great concern to all of us.  Therefore, although our Churches are allowed to remain open in Tier 4, it is essential that we 
continue to fully comply with our own protocols when coming to Mass; not only do they keep us as safe as possible, but they are 
the only way we are able to remain open for the public celebration of Mass.  Thank you in expectation of your co-operation.   

Let us continue to pray for all those who are affected by the virus in any way, but especially for those who have died, those who 
are currently sick and for those who care for them, whether that is at home, in hospital or another care institution.  Let us also pray 
for all those whose emotional well-being is affected by the current situation, and that the vaccine roll out will continue and gradually 
protect more of our community.  

Wrap up warm when coming to Mass:  There has been considerable progress in recent days with installing new boilers in Saint 
Alban’s, but unfortunately the old ones had caused some damage to the flue and the elbow joint between the boiler room and the 
chimney has to be replaced, and this is a part which is not off-the-shelf.  Consequently, we have no heating or hot water in the 
Church or the Presbytery at the present time, but I’m assured that we will be fully operational by Tuesday.  I hope so!   

Thank you so much to those who have kindly and generously donated towards the costs we are incurring in sourcing heat for the 
health and sanity of all of us!   

Novena seeking the intercession of Blessed Carlo Acutis for Rhys Whiting:  Carlo, born in 1991 in London, was a teenager of 
our time, like many others, going to school and seeing his friends, and an expert for his age in computers.  His encounter with Jesus 
Christ fitted into all of this.   

“To always be close to Jesus, that’s my life plan”.  With these few words Carlo Acutis, the boy who died of leukaemia in 2006, 
outlines the distinguishing feature of his brief existence: to live with Jesus, for Jesus, and in Jesus.  “I'm happy to die because 
I've lived my life without wasting even a minute of it doing things that wouldn't have pleased God”.  Carlo also asks the same 
thing of us - to emulate the Gospel with our life, so that we can be a beacon lighting the way for others.  For further information 
see www.carloacutis.com  

Carlo was beatified in Assisi last October after the miraculous healing of a young Brazilian boy with a rare pancreatic disease was 
attributed to his intercession.  The Church now asks the faithful to pray that Blessed Carlo may be canonised, in other words 
declared a Saint, and for this to happen evidence of another miracle attributed to his intercession must be accepted by the Church.   

Rhys Whiting from Blaenavon suffered life-changing injuries in November 2019 and is to undergo further surgery on Monday 1st 
February.  The Novena to Blessed Carlo Acutis will be prayed during Mass each day in Saint Alban’s for the next nine days, with 
the intention “that Rhys’ disability may be overcome; that he may develop a love for Christ present in the Eucharist, and 
that he may be open to receiving the Lord’s grace and doing the Lord’s will”.   

I am attaching a copy of the Novena to the newsletter and ask you to join in praying the Novena daily, with the relevant daily 
meditation from the words of Carlo himself, for the above intention.   

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £167.50  Gift Aid: £136.00 

100 Club in 2021:  The winner for January – number 21 – Colleen Higgins; Congratulations!  It’s not too late to join!   

The Sisters of Whitland Abbey:  The Christmas Puddings have arrived for those who ordered them.  Please speak with Canon 
David to collect your order (and pay for it!)  The Sisters convey their thanks to all concerned!   

Online training opportunities:  Please have a look and think about what you can do to help our community.  Has anyone any 
observations on last week’s virtual volunteers and mental health webinars?   

Online Fundraising. Virgin Money Giving:  January 26, from 12 – 12.45 pm.  Further information at 
https://rcadc.org/event/online-fundraising-donate-button-virgin-money-giving/  

Saint Alban’s Church and Presbytery 
Conway Road, Pontypool, NP4 6HL 

Chapel of Ease: Sacred Heart and St Felix 
Ellick Street, Blaenavon 
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