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Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 853 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish  (5th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Marian Lowe, R.I.P. 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Donor’s intention               (St Josephine Bakhita) 

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Day of prayer for victims of human trafficking 

Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Donor’s intention         (St Teilo) 
Wednesday  7 p.m.    St Alban’s  Donor’s intention             (St Scholastica) 
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Donor’s intention               (Our Lady of Lourdes) 
      World Day for the sick 
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Donor’s intention   
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  Cyril Daley, R.I.P.  (6th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s People of the Parish 

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

I’m sure we are all relieved to see the rate of coronavirus continuing to reduce, but we must remember that Torfaen’s rate per 
100,000 people remains significantly higher than the national figure as of Thursday.  Therefore, although our Churches are allowed 
to remain open in Tier 4, it is essential that we continue to fully comply with our own protocols when coming to Mass; not only 
do they keep us as safe as possible, but they are the only way we are able to remain open for the public celebration of Mass.  Thank 
you in expectation of your co-operation.   

Let us continue to pray for all those who are affected by the virus in any way, but especially for those who have died, those who 
are currently sick and for those who care for them, whether that is at home, in hospital or another care institution.  Let us also pray 
for all those whose emotional well-being is affected by the current situation, and that the vaccine roll out will continue and gradually 
protect more of our community.  

Mass intentions:  We currently have very few Mass Intentions, hence why you see that the majority for the coming week are for 
‘donors intentions’.  Some of you have enquired about intentions that you requested during the period when there were few public 
Mass, and it is highly likely that these may have been offered when Canon David celebrated Mass on his own in the Church.  If 
you would like clarification about when a particular intention was offered please speak to Canon David.   

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £174.00  Gift Aid: £180.00 

Online training opportunities:  It has been most disappointing that not one of our parishioners has participated in any of the 
recent training opportunities offered by the Archdiocese.  What do we need to do to encourage you to realise that you have a 
responsibility to support your parish? There are a number of further events being promoted in the coming weeks, covering areas 
such as Microsoft Office – training and support; Welcoming Visitors – a workshop to help your church benefit from visitors (when 
we can); Global Healing (environmental series); Church Restoration; Archbishop’s Food Voucher Scheme; Preventative 
Maintenance Micro-Grants for Churches.  I will forward further details to all those who receive the newsletter electronically in the 
hope that some of you will access the opportunity to benefit our community.  If anyone who doesn’t receive the newsletter 
electronically would like further information please talk to Canon David.  
The Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Bill currently before the Senedd will effectively remove the rights of parents as the 
first educators of their children. It will threaten the nature and purpose of Catholic schools as well as being an affront to devout 
Jews, Christians, Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims in Wales. In the provisions concerning Human and Sex Education, the responsibility 
and privilege of parents to choose the right moment and language to discuss love and human sexuality with their children will be 
overridden by the imposition of a curriculum not in conformity with Christian teaching and that of many other faiths. The right of 
parents to remove their children from such classes will be removed. The implications of this Bill places the right of the State before 
that of the parents of a child in such an important part of life. Should this ideologically driven Bill become law, it will remove the 
ancient freedoms and duties of parents in the education of their children. It would restrict freedom of conscience, freedom of 
expression, freedom of worship and conscientious objection. These are fundamental human rights which should be respected in a 
pluralistic society. They are not being upheld by this proposed legislation. The assertion of power by Welsh Government in the 
lives of its citizens is not always malicious, but it cannot go unchallenged. The responses to the consultation on this Bill have been 
largely ignored. The First Minister of Wales and the Members of the Senedd need to be reminded very clearly that they were 
elected by us in order to represent us. We do not elect members of the Senedd to usurp our role as parents, grandparents and 
families. The rights and duties of parents are more significant and profound than party view and politics. This abuse of government 
power cannot go unchallenged. If we remain silent, there will be no appeal. ACT NOW AND URGE YOUR LOCAL MS TO 
REJECT THE CURRICULUM & ASSESSMENT (WALES) BILL BY USING THE LINK BELOW: 
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/welshparents?tmpl=component&print=1 This link will take you to a pro forma from the 
Catholic Education Service, they will provide you with details of your local MS on the basis of your postcode. Individual letters 
registering your objection to this proposed legislation are better than copied circulars. 

Saint Alban’s Church and Presbytery 
Conway Road, Pontypool, NP4 6HL 

Chapel of Ease: Sacred Heart and St Felix 
Ellick Street, Blaenavon 

http://www.pontypoolparish.co.uk/
mailto:pontypool@rcadc.org
http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/welshparents?tmpl=component&print=1

