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Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 855 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  Donor’s intention      (1st Sunday of Lent) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s People of the Parish 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Special intention (Dawkins family)       (Chair of St Peter) 

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Cyril Daley, R.I.P.  
Wednesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Marian Lowe, R.I.P.  
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Jeanette Day, R.I.P.  
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s  Ceri Peploe, R.I.P.   
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish    (2nd Sunday of Lent) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Mrs P Mathew (Birthday Mass Bouquet)  

The public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 

Although some of us may be a little disappointed that there was very little easing of current restrictions on Friday, we take comfort 
in seeing the ongoing decline in the number of cases and deaths from the virus in Wales, thankfully.  Further, we should be delighted 
that we are still able to come together for the celebration of Mass, and to receive the sacraments.  We are looking into how we may 
be able to resume taking Holy Communion to the sick on a monthly basis and more information about this will be published next 
weekend.  In the meantime, please remember that it is essential that we continue to fully comply with our own protocols when 
coming to Mass; not only do they keep us as safe as possible, but they are the only way we are able to remain open for the public 
celebration of Mass.  Thank you in expectation of your co-operation.   

Let us continue to pray for all those who are affected by the virus in any way, but especially for those who have died, those who 
are currently sick and for those who care for them, whether that is at home, in hospital or another care institution.  Let us also pray 
for all those whose emotional well-being is affected by the current situation, and that the vaccine roll out will continue and gradually 
protect more of our community.  

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate:   £148.39  Gift Aid: £218.00 
   Direct payment to bank in January:       £523.00 

100 Club:   The winner for February is No 34 – Louise Young.  Congratulations! 

Mass for the dead of the pandemic:  The Catholic Bishops Conference of Europe have requested that each day during Lent a 
particular country should pray for all those who have died due to the pandemic.  Our designated day is Tuesday 2nd March; please 
try to come along to Mass that morning to express fraternal communion across Europe.   

“Holy Week Voices from the Holy Land”: a unique spiritual prayer resource with a series of reflections and poems written by 
Fr. Richard Nesbitt, which came to him during the total lockdown of Holy Week 2020. It follows the final journey of Jesus to 
Calvary and meditates on the journey of suffering being experienced by the Christian community in the Holy Land.  
The forewords are written by Cardinal Nichols and Justin Welby.  Further details may be found here:   
https://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/lenten or 
https://issuu.com/fhloffice/docs/hwv_digitalbook_cmyk?fr=sMjY0ZDI3MDk0MTU 

CAFOD FAST DAY – Friday 26th February:  Abdella lives in an extremely remote and mountainous part of Ethiopia. It takes 
him ten hours a day to collect water. He says his life is being wasted as he has no time for anything else. Give today to reach 
vulnerable communities around the world with water and to provide other vital support.  Donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or by 
using one of the envelopes at the back of the Church. You can also easily give via text. Text LENT to 70460 to donate £10. 

A suggestion from CAFOD:  Three ways to pray for those recovering from the coronavirus crisis:  In the face of a global crisis, 
it can be hard to know where to start with prayer.  Here are three simple ways you can pray for those working to rebuild from the 
coronavirus crisis in your daily life: 

1 Pray with the scriptures.  Saint Augustine said, “The Holy Scriptures are our letters from home!  Try reading a daily 
passage from the Gospel and reflecting on how its lessons could help in our wold today.   

2 Start a Novena.  This is a simple and powerful way to commit to prayer.  Choose a prayer that has personal meaning 
for you and pray it for nine days.  Ask friends or family to join your Novena and pray with you.   

3 Pray your way.  We all have ways that we are most comfortable praying.  If you pray the Rosary, could you offer a 
decade for those affected by coronavirus?  If you pray the Angelus, could you remember our local experts?   

Repository:  Why not have a look at the Lent and Easter items on display in the Repository?  If you would like to order any of the 
larger items, please speak with An or Treena.   

We have also restocked the Mass cards for all occasions, including sympathy, anniversary of death, birthday, in thanksgiving, get 
well, for your intentions etc.  A lovely gift for someone is a Mass Bouquet, and there are some stunning cards for this purpose on 
display.  Why not take a look!   
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