
 

 

SAINT ALBAN’S PARISH 
 

 
 

Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 879 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  Sr Josephine Egan, R.I.P.             (19th Sunday of Ordinary Time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s People of the Parish 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s Stuart White’s intentions          (St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross) 
      Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s R. Dawkins (Well-being)                             (St Lawrence) 
Wednesday  6.30 p.m.  St Alban’s  Rosary  
  7 p.m.   St Alban’s  Rolph Family intentions                                    (St Clare)  
Thursday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s Joanne James, R.I.P.  
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s Stuart Hughes (Well-being)  
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish                     (Assumption of Our Lady) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Austyn Prys, R.I.P.   

The arrangements for the public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 
Although Wales will be entering Alert Level 0 as from Saturday 7th August, there will be no change to our protocols until further 
notice.  Therefore, face masks remain mandatory in our Churches for everyone over 12 years of age, unless an individual has a 
medical exemption.  Similarly, the requirement to book a place for Sunday Mass, and the obligation to provide contact details on 
entering the Church also remains in place, as does the requirement to sanitise one’s hands when entering and leaving the Church.  
Our Stewards will also be required to maintain the cleaning regime.   

Can I please remind you of the ‘booking slots’ for Sunday Mass which are as follows:  7 – 8 p.m. on a Sunday, 11.15 a.m. – 1.15 
p.m. on a Monday and 9.30 – 10.30 a.m. on a Saturday.  If Canon David is not available please leave a voicemail or send an email. 

If you have reserved a place and are subsequently not able to attend that Mass, please let Canon David now so that the place can 
be offered to someone else as there is very limited availability at our weekend Masses.  ‘No shows’ can deprive other parishioners 
of the opportunity to come to Mass.  Please note that if you have not occupied your reserved seat by the time Mass is due to begin, 
your seat may be given to someone else. 

Does entering Alert Level 0 mean that there will be changes for our parish community? 

I met with the Parish Advisory Council on Thursday and will be meeting with our Health and Safety representatives on 20th August 
to further consider guidance from the Welsh Government and the Archdiocese of Cardiff.  It is likely that thereafter there will be 
changes to our protocols for Saint Alban’s, and these will be announced in due course. 

We are considering what might be possible regarding St Felix Church in the coming weeks.  However, it is noteworthy that we 
have only been seeing 7 parishioners on a regular basis at Mass and regular church collection from only 9 parishioners.  In addition, 
we have only received 6 stewardship forms from St Felix parishioners. Also, no one from St Felix has expressed a desire to receive 
Holy Communion at home since it has been possible for us to provide such pastoral care.  What this indicates to me is an uncertainty 
about whether the community as a whole want to see St Felix Church re-open, and whether it is sustainable on the basis of current 
data.  What is required for the Church to be re-opened is an extensive expression of desire for this to be the case, and a willingness 
to commit to be involved in the life of the community, and this needs to be expressed directly to Canon David.   

Message from the Catholic Bishops of Wales:  We invite all Catholics to restore the Sunday Mass to its rightful centrality in our 
lives. We ask for a rekindling in our hearts of a yearning for the Real Presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, as our response to the 
total, sacrificial love that Jesus has for us. The Eucharist should be the cause of our deepest joy, our highest manner of offering 
thanks to God and for seeking his mercy and love. We need to make it the foundation stone of our lives.   

May this continue to be our striving during these coming months as we journey back to the full celebration of our Sunday Mass 
and our renewed observance of The Day of the Lord. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Currently by arrangement with Canon David.  

“My time and my gifts can be a gift to God and my fellow parishioners.”!  As we look forward to an ‘opening up’ of our parish 
community and its normal activities it is essential that each and every one of us reflect on what I can to do to breathe life into our 
community.  Let us invoke the guidance of the Holy Spirit:   

Lord God, You alone created this world and all that is good in it.   
You allowed us our freedom, and entrusted us with great responsibility.   

All of what we are, all of our concerns, and the unique ability we each have to help those around us come from You.   
We ask that You bless us as we strive to transform the earth through love, word and deed.   

Send the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts and lives, to guide our service, and to grant us a spirit of purpose and joy.   
We pray with grateful hearts in Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate: £140.95  Gift Aid: £217.00 

Counters:  This week: Lisa & Andrew Whiting Next week: Margaret Vidler & Dorothy Gane  

Saint Alban’s Church and Presbytery 
Conway Road, Pontypool, NP4 6HL 

Chapel of Ease: Sacred Heart and St Felix 
Ellick Street, Blaenavon 
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