
 

 

SAINT ALBAN’S PARISH 
 

 
 

Parish Priest:   Canon David Hayman Telephone:     01495 762280  
Website:     www.pontypoolparish.co.uk.  E-Mail:     pontypool@rcadc.org  Follow us on twitter:  @pontypoolparish    

Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Angela Taylor  
         No. 880 

This week’s Masses and intentions: 
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish                     (Assumption of Our Lady) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s Austyn Prys, R.I.P. 
Monday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s Gilda, R.I.P.  
      Followed by Eucharistic Adoration until 11 a.m.  
Tuesday  9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s Maddeu family intentions  
Wednesday  6.30 p.m.  St Alban’s  Rosary  
  7 p.m.   St Alban’s  Carmel White, R.I.P.   
Thursday  No Mass today  
Friday   9.30 a.m.  St Alban’s John Quinlan, R.I.P.     (St Bernard) 
Next Sunday’s Masses and intentions:  
Sunday  10.15 a.m. St Alban’s  People of the Parish                (21st Sunday in ordinary time) 

11.15 a.m.  St Alban’s David Harris, R.I.P.   

The arrangements for the public celebration of Mass in Saint Alban’s: 
Canon David has begun work on the mandatory risk assessments for the parish which have to be completed now that Wales has 
entered Alert Level 0, but what it involves is substantial and time-consuming as it necessitates the gathering of data in order to 
make an initial assessment of risk.  That data currently indicates that over the past week Torfaen has seen an increase in the ‘rate 
per 100K’ from 113.9 to 130.9, which currents sits at 11th in the league table of Local Authorities in Wales.  Also, consideration 
has to be given to the number of hospitalisations for coronavirus that we have in the Aneurin Bevan Health Board, and that figure 
is currently the highest in Wales, sitting at 51, an increase from 34 at the beginning of the week.  My initial assessment of risk is 
therefore ‘medium’, and therefore our protocols will remain unchanged until further notice.  Accordingly, face masks remain 
mandatory in our Churches for everyone over 12 years of age, unless an individual has a medical exemption.  Similarly, 
parishioners are encouraged to reserve a place for Sunday Mass, so that they are more likely to be able to attend their Mass of 
choice.  The obligation to provide contact details on entering the Church also remains in place, as does the requirement to sanitise 
one’s hands when entering and leaving the Church, as part of our commitment to maintaining a safe environment for everyone.  

Can I please remind you of the ‘booking slots’ for Sunday Mass which are as follows:  7 – 8 p.m. on a Sunday, 11.15 a.m. – 1.15 
p.m. on a Monday and 9.30 – 10.30 a.m. on a Saturday.  If Canon David is not available please leave a voicemail or send an email. 

If you have reserved a place and are subsequently not able to attend that Mass, please let Canon David now so that the place can 
be offered to someone else as there is very limited availability at our weekend Masses.  ‘No shows’ can deprive other parishioners 
of the opportunity to come to Mass.  Please note that if you have not occupied your reserved seat by the time Mass is due to begin, 
your seat may be given to someone else. 

Does entering Alert Level 0 mean that there will be changes for our parish community? 

I will be meeting with our Health and Safety representatives on Friday to give further consideration to the risk assessments 
mentioned above; any changes to our protocols for Saint Alban’s will be announced in due course. 

Further to the newsletter last weekend, with regards to what might be possible regarding St Felix Church in the coming weeks, I 
have received a number of communications from parishioners.  These range from not understanding the situation at all (locally or 
at a diocesan level), and offering no assistance, to those who grasp the reality of where we are and are willing to assist in whatever 
way they can.  As you can appreciate, I am very grateful for the latter, as it gives some evidence base as we reflect on the difficult 
issue of sustainability.  Repeating what I said last week, what is required for the Church to be re-opened is an extensive expression 
of desire for this to be the case, and a willingness to commit to be involved in the life of the community.  Your responses will form 
part of the discussion when I meet with the Health and Safety representatives on Friday.   

Parish Visitors:  In the recent Stewardship Campaign we asked for people to volunteer to undertake this ministry.  As we hopefully 
continue to move towards a time when more of us will be able to return to Mass, I would like to meet with those who have put 
themselves forward after Mass on Wednesday 1st September.  The main issue for discussion will be how this group may be able to 
assist others in developing a confidence to gather with the Parish Community for the celebration of Mass.  If anyone else wishes 
to join this group, please contact Canon David.   

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Currently by arrangement with Canon David. 

Collection last Sunday: St Alban’s:  Plate: £75.00   Gift Aid: £229.00 

100 Club:   The winner for February is No 44 – Philip Johnstone.  Congratulations! 

Counters:  This week: Margaret Vidler & Dorothy Gane Next week:  Margaret Stagg & Lyn Griffin 

Society for the Protection of Unborn Children:  Lorraine and Mansell Howells are once again taking part in the Annual S.P.U.C. 
Sponsored Walk on Sunday 5th September.   They would appreciate it if parishioners would sponsor them.  Any sponsorship money 
can be placed in an envelope marked for this purpose in the parish collection. 

Saint Alban’s Church and Presbytery 
Conway Road, Pontypool, NP4 6HL 

Chapel of Ease: Sacred Heart and St Felix 
Ellick Street, Blaenavon 
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